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LETTERS OF WILLIAM FITZHUGH. 17 



Letters of William Fitzhugh. 

[Col. William Fitzhugh, the founder of the well known Virginia 
family of that name and the author of the letters which follow, was a 
native of England and a son of a member of the English Bar, in which 
profession Col. Fitzhugh himself was educated. Removing to Virginia 
about 1670, he settled in Westmoreland County, and a few years after- 
wards married a Miss Tucker of the same county. He died in 1701, in 
his fifty-first year, leaving a large estate, which included many slaves 
and about 54,000 acres of land. Col. Fitzhugh was a lawyer, planter 
and merchant. His letters derive their chief value from the light which 
they throw on the course of trade between the colony and the mother 
country in the latter part of the seventeenth century. The originals 
are now in the Library of Harvard College. Our print is taken from an 
accurate copy which was presented to the Virginia Historical Society by 
a descendant of Col. Fitzhugh, and which is still in its possession. 
All obscurities of language and punctuation are faithfully retained.] 

May 15th, 1679. 
Horird Sir: 

The story mentioned in your letter, first year of his Reign 
did it so happen to all the Justices, except Sir William Thorning, 
chief justice of the common Bench and two of the Kings Ser- 
geants, Hankford and Brinkley, for their detestable opinions 
given to Richard the Second, in the twenty first year of his 
Reign, in the Declaration of high treason to the great destruc- 
tion and Disherison of many Lords &c. Upon hearing of your 
letter I remember something of it but my memory being deceit- 
ful and my account not certain, I durst not venture upon an in- 
formation, considering whence it was and for fear of censure, 
yet blushed to myself to let slip such an easie Quelre in a Pro- 
fession I intended to get money by. Last fall I received a demand 
of your Book which I neither then was, nor now am capable of 
restoreing because lost; but will honesdy satisfie you for them in 
your resonable Demands. And to Demonstrate my readiness 
thereinand that I may be in what Jureable, gratefull have inclosed 
sent you an account of some old statutes, what time they were made 
and by whom, because I remember once you seemed to doubt 
thereof and were pleased also to think (or tell me so) they were 
obsolete and out of use, which occasioned me to take the more 
especial notice in my collecting and do find they are most of 
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them in force at this day. I intended to have given you an account 
which of them were introductory of new Laws and which de- 
claritory of the old, and which mixt, but doubting the length of 
such a particular account, would rather seem prolix than pleasant, 
therefore have referred it till I know farther your desire by your 
especial commands. 

How necessary the knowledge thereof is I will demonstrate by 
two Examples, the first is the Statute of Glo. Chapter 6, gives 
treble damages, and the place wasted in an action of Waste. 
Now to know what costs is to be given in that action you must 
know what the Law was before the making that Statute because 
where any Statute doth give treble damages, where damages by the 
common Law were given, there the cost also shall be treble, but 
when treble damages are given by a Statute where no damages 
were formerly recoverable there the damages shall only be re- 
covered and no costs. And because there were no damages 
given in the said Action of Waste before the said Statute, there- 
fore only the Place wasted and treble damages shall be recovered 
and no costs. The Second is the State of 8 H. 6 of forcible Entry 
which giveth treble damages in this case, treble damages and 
treble costs, shall be recovered because they should have recov- 
ered single damages at the common Law before the making that 
Statute. By this you may see what precipitate judgment may be 
given upon any Statute without understanding the Common Law, 
before the making thereof which is the only guide and which 
is only to be learned out of Antient Authors (for out of the old 
fields must come the new Corn) contrary to opinion of the Gen- 
erality of our Judges and practisers of the Law here. 

There are several other old statutes that I have not given you 
an account of because I am not sure these will be chearfully 
accepted, being only done for the satisfaction of your former 
doubt. 

If this pleases command more from 

Sir your Wff. 
To the Hon"" Maj. Rich" Lee. 



June io, 1679. 
Mr. William Sherwood, 

Sir: The Report I sent last between Barton and Merrideth 
happening in your hands to discuss wherein I wrote the opinion 
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of others on both sides which needed not to one so acquainted 
and conversant in the Common and Municipial Laws of the Land 
which I understand was axcepted and approved by you more 
than really it deserved, has encouraged me more particularly to 
recommend this person and his cause to your conduct. I cannot 
report it because never adjudged, neither needs there much Law 
or argument because it is so plain and notoriously known. I 
have plainly set down the case, lest he should mistake in the 
relation. 

You need no Armour to fend off the opposites arguments, 
because so weak they are not able to defend themselves, and his 
so palpably strong they are not to be undermined by any fallacy. 
His desire is to be forthwith seized as according to Law and 
Equity he ought, for the greatest Plea they have is by dilatory 
Evasion to keep him out this year, which I presume will not be 
admitted when the Court shall be acquainted how long already 
they have continued trespassers to him, and how much they 
have damnify' d him thereby he having for warned them off 
above half a year since the finishing the last crop, since they 
alledge that as they have sown they ought to reap. I mus*t con- 
fess that Rule holds when they are in by a rightfull title and then 
sow their land and their Estate determined by the Lot of God, but 
not to trespassers Desprisen &c. I could have enlarged more 
upon this point but relating farther to you would be carrying 
Coals to New Castle. 

I refer you to the relation of the person himself. I am 

Sir your Wff. 



Sept' nth, 1679. 
Maj. Robt. Beverly, 

Sir.- I remember you were instancing to me one point of 
Law that you could understand no reason for, why the cousin 
should inherit before the brother of the half blood, although 
you were satisfy'd that the Law was so, neither could you meet 
with any one that could give you the Reason thereof, reasons I 
had then in my memory I acquainted you with though not so 
fully as you required and I desired. 

It is an Antient point and therefore the reason must be sought 
for in Old Authors, which remain in their Original Languages to 
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say French and Latin and have purposely sent this to give a Pro- 
fessor in the Science satisfaction as also to acquaint you that we 
here esteem no more ours than we are able to give the reason of 
observing that old Rule Constante Ratione legis constat ipsa Lex. 
In Bracton, Britton and Fleta you shall find these words, no man 
can be heir to a fee simple by the Common Law, but he that hath 
sanguinem duplicatem the whole blood, both of the father and 
of the mother so as the half blood is no blood inheritable by 
descent, because he that is but of the half blood cannot be a 
compleat heir for that he hath not the whole and complete blood, 
and the Law in Descents in fee simple does respect that which is 
compleat and perfect. Also these foresaid Authors give these rea- 
sons for the Law in this point, first every one that is heir to 
another aut est haeres sine proprietatis aut jure representationis, 
as where the eldest son dieth in the life of his father his issue 
shall inherit before the younger son, for although that the young- 
est son is magis propinquus yet jure representationis, the issue 
of the eldest son shall inherit for he doth represent the person of 
his father. And it is great reason that he who hath full and 
whole* blood should inherit before him that hath but a part of the 
blood of his Ancestor for Ordine naturae totam praefertur vin- 
cining parti. Secondly, as none can be begotten but of a father 
and a mother, and he must have in him two bloods. 

Blood of the father and the blood of the mother, these bloods 
commixed in him by lawfull marriage constitute and make him 
heir so that none can be heir to any if he hath not in him both 
the bloods of him to whom he will make himself heir and there- 
fore the heir of the half blood cannot inherit because he wanteth 
one of the bloods which should make him inheritable for parte 
guaring integrante sublata tolliten totum as in this case the 
blood of the father and the mother are one inheritable blood and 
both are necessary to the preservation of an heir and therefore 
deficiente uno non potest esses haeres. Thirdly for avoiding of 
confusion for if as well the half blood as the whole blood shall 
be equally inheritable, then in many cases confusion and uncer- 
tainty will follow who shall be the next heir. I could in my 
third reason have instanced many Examples but that I think it 
needless because they will appear of themselves. Thus Sir for 
your satisfaction and in honor to the noble Profession I have 
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(I think) given you an account that the Law appoints nothing 
but what is grounded upon very great reason, although perhaps 
without farther Search it may not immediately correspond with 
every man's reason; if this be not satisfactory, please to give me 
notice, and I will very much enlarge upon these reasons and 
illustrate them by Examples. I am 

Sir your Wff. 



Sept. 6th, 1679. 
Maj. Robt. Beverly, 

Sir: In my former by my brother George Brent, I endeav- 
oured your private satisfaction. This I have recommended at my 
client's request to the Retainer, I advised him to. The case is 
plain and easie. Thompson sues Owzley upon a bond of 4,000 
lbs. of Tob° conditional to pay a Servant at such a time, the condi- 
tion not being performed, he recovers judgment upon his bond 
after which judgment the Defendant craves an Injunction in 
Chancery to whose bill (I being retained) Demurred and pleaded 
these Precedents and Reasons. I have here inclosed for my 
Demurrer which after some argum" the Court allowed of and 
accordingly enter judgment for us, grounding their judgment 
upon the former quotations from which judgment the Attorneys of 
Owzley appeals. I have given the lull quotations though not 
the precedents there inserted, but enough I think to give the 
Court satisfaction. I have also taken the most material Reasons 
out of the afore recited Authors why Injunctions are not to be 
granted after judgments at the Common Law obtained which I 
presume will be sufficient and satisfactory. And have farther 
instanced that one of the articles exhibited against that great 
Prelate Woolsey was for such illegal Proceedings, which I hope 
none of our Courts in Virginia will be guilty of for fear of the 
punishment which is prae munire as appears by the Statute I 
have likewise quoted to you. I have farther to urge that as 
servants are our way.together with the Cheapness of Tob" and the 
long time lapsed before suit for it, after it became due, 4000 lbs. 
Tob* is but a reasonable rate, he having paid his Tob" for it 
almost two years ago. This I have only intimated not doubting 
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the failure of so clear law. Sir, because I advised him to you 
therefore for my Credit and his Interest your careful manage- 
ment of this cause is desired by 

Sir your Wff. 



April 7th, 1679. 
Mr. Thomas Clayton, 

Sir: I have sent you the Report of one cause of Action 
twice presented in our Court, I being both times retained by the 
Defendant. First, before the Court themselves as triers of the 
fact and Dispensors of the Law arising from that fact which 
found for the Defendant and Plaintiff, was non suite; Secondly, 
upon renewing the Suit again, the Plaintiff prays a Jury may be 
impannelled to enquire into the fact, who were accordingly sum- 
moned and sworn, who find for the defendant. 

Upon which verdict the Court gave judgment against the 
Plaintiff for ex facto jus oritur, from which judgment the Plain- 
tiff appeals. Now, Sir, I apprehend by the Law of England 
that when a jury who are sworn, tryers of the fact have found it the 
fact in that case is no more to be enquired into without attainting 
the Jury, by reason Jurys are so strongly bound, both by there oath 
administered to them upon the tryal, as also for fear of attainder, 
the judgment of attainder being so severe and dreadfull by the 
Common Law. Quod committantur quotae Domini Regis, et 
quod omnia terrae et tenementa capiantur in manum Domini 
Regis et deratentur et extirpentur et uxores et liberi eorum 
Ammoventur et omnia bona et catulla foris faciunt Domino 
Regi et amado amittunt liberum legem in perpetuum. 

My Lord Cooke, in the the first part of his Institutes, folio 
294, says that this judgment imports eight great and generall pun- 
ishments, and in the third Institutes divides into five parts as 
folio 222 (see Kelways Reports fo 83, Second Institutes fo: 130 
and 237, 238 &c.) in the first recited place gives the reason of said 
judgment, because all actions depend upon the oath of twelve men ; 
prudent antiquity instituted so severe a punishment, but since the 
Statute of 23 H. 8, Chapter 3 hath something mitigated the 
punishment (See the Statute well expounded in Dyer) fo 81, 
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and Cooke's Reports Lib 3, fo. 4 and Lib 10 fo. 119 yet not 
made it so slight as that another Jury shall go out upon the 
same matter of fact and bring in a contrary verdict, which is 
both against Magna Carta and the fundamental! laws of England ; 
by which Law we are ought to be governed, to condemn men 
unheard ; how dangerous a thing it is to change an antient maxim 
of the Law, (See the second part Cooke's Institutes fo. 97 and 
98), for as Cicero saith, major haereditas venit unicing rostram 
a jure et legibus, quam a parentibus, and as my Lord Cooke 
saith in his commentary upon Magna Carta fo. 56, the Law is 
the surest sanctuary that a man can take and the strongest fort- 
ress to protect the weakest of all. But where is this Sanctuary 
and fortress if the Law shall be so wrested and contradictory 
verdicts so taken whereby innocent and honest men unheard and 
unseen shall be liable to Infamy and beggary ; Infamy by being 
guilty of Perjury, and beggary if a legal scrutiny shall be made 
therein. 

And besides by the law of England all Jurys ought to be of 
the Neighborhood and in this Country; I think the Constitution 
may very well permit it in the same County, for the Rule is Vicini, 
Vicinora, facta presumtur Scire. This I have written with as 
much brevity as I could, because I am informed they generally 
so proceed at James Town; it rather requires a small treatiss 
than a letter to discourse thoroughly upon it, but refer you to 
the quotations where you may see it learnedly discussed and 
hope there may be no occasion of urging it, for I take an appeal 
to be the removing the matter in Law before a higher Court and 
better Judges, for the words of the appeal be from the judgment 
of the Court and not from the verdict of a Jury that is the 
Judges are mistaken in point of Law in giving their Judgment, 
which may be easily collected from the words. Thus Sir I have 
adventured though unknown to recommend my Client and his 
cause which I have truly reported as it was argued here and 
hinted what inconveniences will follow if verdicts which are dic- 
tum veritatis should be destroyed without proceeding According 
to Law by Attaint which is the particular remedy given by the 
Law which point as I before intimated requires rather a small 
treatise than, a letter fully to discourse upon. I am 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. Thos. Clayton. 
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April 7th, 1679. 
Worthy Sir; 

Once more at the instance of Bur Harrison, I take oppor- 
tunity to write to you. I think the poor man is very much 
troubled in the delay of his business, for if Matthews had any 
title to land, by the Law he ought to have commenced suit and 
had a legal tryal, for by Magna Carta, Chapter 29, and Cooke's 
Commentary's thereon, fo. 46, 47, No man shall be disseised of 
his Lands or tenements or disposs'd of his goods without Action 
or Answer contrary to the Law of the Land. But here Harrison 
is kept out of his Right that is Thomas Barton's plantation 
w cb he hath sufficiently made appear to be his without either 
Action or Answer contrary to the Law of the Land, only under 
the cover of a pretended title Matthews lays to it, which if it' 
were true, has no relation to that controversie of Thomas Bar- 
ton, because Barton was possess'd by and held Under Harrison 
feofee and not by any title or claim from the said Matthews, and 
consequently is a trespasser to the said Harrison. But far as 
I can understand, Matthews has hardly the shadow of a title 
for he grounds it upon a grant from the Council when himself 
was Governor, in 1657, and their Pattents bears date and were 
confirmed in 1654; what a pretense that is, the meanest capacity 
is able to apprehend. A Grant without a Patent obtained three 
years after a Patent solemnly signed, sealed and confirmed. 

Sir I trust to your care in that concern of mine and three 
others partners and hope to hear something of it by this oppor- 
tunity. I am 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. William Sherwood. 



Sept. 9th, 1679. 
Honored Sir ; 

1 am informed by Burr Harrison that you tax me of rash- 
ness in councilling him, p'haps it might so seem to you for want 
of a thorough information of his just Right and a false informa- 
tion of a feigned Right, the first pretension of a title to the 
Land in Controversie was by old Capt. Brent, who upon his 
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pretended Right settled several Tennants to say Burr Harrison, 
Thomas Barton and one Bennet, whose widow this woman is, 
that makes such an exclamation about the house pull'd down. 

Afterwards Coll" Washington as guardin to Gerrard Broad- 
hurst sues and tries title about this Land in Stafford County and 
recovers and the said tennants all turned to him and became 
his tennants as guardian aforesaid. After the tennants sue Giles 
Brent as son and heir of his father, deceased, for their said 
Eviction and trouble recovers ag" him. Afterwards Burr Harri- 
son buys the Land of Gerrard Broadhurst being of age so that 
by this it may appear that Gerrard Broadhurst had a Title by 
Pattent, Possession and the Judgment of Stafford County Court, 
and consequently Burr Harrison is in Possession and the Rule is 
I equali jure melior est condilis possidentis. And by Magna 
Carta, Nulli vendemus, nulli negabimus nulli deftrremus gustitiam 
aut reelum and my Lord Cookes Commentarys thereupon fo: 46, 
47 whose words are these: No man shall be disseised of his Lands 
or Tenements or dispossessed of his goods or chattels without 
Action or Answer or contrary to the Laws of the Land. But 
here Harrison is kept out of his Right that is Barton's Plantations 
which he hath sufficiently made appear to be his without either 
Action or Answer and then contrary and only under the colour 
of a pretended title Matthews lays to it which if it were, yet Bar- 
ton is a trespasser to Harrison because Barton was possessed and 
held under Harrison's feofee and not by any title or claim from 
the said Matthews. But as far as I am informed Matthews has 
hardley the shadow of a title, for he grounds upon a grant from 
the Council when himself was Governour in 1657, and the Pattent 
Harrison holds by bears date and was confirmed in 1654. 

Now in my apprehension a Grant without a Pattent obtained 
three years after a Pattent solemnly signed, sealed and con- 
firmed, cannot be very efficacious in destroying a title granted by 
that Pattent. Thus Sir I have run over the heads of the whole 
business that I might make it perspicuous that my counsel in 
advising them to pull down the house after lawfull warning 
given them to depart was not rash and inconsiderate, but 
grounded upon good reason and Authority in Law. For more 
than all I have before informed you this widow Bennet after 
Harrison Purchase did not only atturne and acknowledge her 
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new Land Lord, but delivered up her lease unto his hands and 
after she and a freeman that lives with her took the Plantation 
from time till the fall for the Rent of one hh d of Tob°. At the 
expiration of which time Harrison gives them two months 
notice to provide for themselves and before witnesses several 
times forewarned them off, but their answer was they would 
neither go off nor pay the Rent. Then and not before I advised 
him to pull down the house, having found a Paralel case ad- 
judged in termino Hilarri, 34 Eliza inter Wigford and Gill in 
Banes Reginae Cooke Eliza fo. 269, when the same thing was 
done, and after both Arguments at the Bar and solemn Argu- 
ments at the Bench allowed of and justified. The mans impor- 
tunity and mv own vindication has drawn the letters to this 
prolixity, yet I hope your Honour considering the occasion, will 
pardon it in 



To the Honb" 

Nic' Spencer, Esq. , Secretary. 



Hon* Sir Y r Wff. 



Nov. 2nd, 1680. 
Hon' ' d Sir: 

Thos. Dutton was reccommended to me by the Hon"'" Ralph 
Wormley Esq r to manage his business about Prescotts lands. 
Upon view and examination of all his papers, I find him to have 
no longer an Estate than for life in those lands if the Will made 
by Prescott in new London were here authentickly proved. Yet 
upon a farther consideration waving all thoughts of any real 
interest of any Estate of Inheritance in the lands I considered the 
Equitable Right of the Escheat to appertain to him and consider- 
ing also you are pleas' d to grant an Escheat to those who in 
Equity had the most seeming right. I was intended to have 
waited upon your Hon' with Thomas Dutton so soon as I should 
have an account of your safe and desired arrival to communicate 
this to you and sollicite your Honour in the poor man's behalf. 
While these thoughts and intentions were thus in my mind, 
Thomas Dutton brings me a letter he received from your Hon r 
considering his equitable Right wherein you appear not only 
willing to grant the Escheat upon his Petition but are pleased to 
offer him the Escheat and direct him to petition and compound 
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for the same. Immediately upon view of this your Honours 
charitable offer I directed him to go to his Tenant in whose 
behalf he now busies himself and for whose interest he now begs 
the benefit of Escheat, that he may now confirm what he before 
so foolishly sold to them, and they as simply bought of him, to 
see what they would do in his behalf. Some of them agreed to 
stand by him and assist him in the payment of the composition 
money and Escheat fees: but being yesterday at M' Bridges and 
understanding by Coll Allerton his majesties Escheater that 
your Honour would not be paid in Parcels but would have it 
in one entire sum. 

I discoursed some of the Tennants who with Thomas Dutton 
intreated me to become security or paymaster for the whole to 
say for that six hundred acres. 

I was willing upon their request and counter security, which 
they then promised me, to engage to you for the payment of the 
whole if you will accept of my Security. Capt. Lord, M r Bridges 
and the rest of the petitioners seem pleased to tax me of self 
Interest upon these my offers; to acquit myself that I will ac- 
quaint your Honour how I direct him in his Proceedings. Those 
tennants that are willing to pay their proportionable rate of this 
Escheat, according to the quantity of land they hold, shall enjcy 
their former Purchase and for this new imbursement will have 
their Estate ascertained and enlarged which will be more to them 
than the money they'll be out about it, those that are willing to re- 
imburse any more I will take care with Dutton ; they shall not be 
turned off there Land Loosers, but shall have reasonable satis- 
faction. If I had any self Interest (which I'll assure your Hon- 
our I have none) it must be esteemed very modest when the sole 
business that I aim at [in Duttons behalf] is the continuing o f 
former purchasers, the reimbursing those that are willing to 
continure and keeping Dutton from endless litigous and expen- 
sive Suits which must inevetably fall upon him if the Escheat be 
elsewhere granted and the Tennants be either turned off or put 
to new Purchases. 

Sir Your Wff. 

To the Honb 1 

Nic* Spencer, Esq., Secretary. 
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April 7th, 1680. 

Sir: That I may correspond with your desires and mine 
own inclination, have by this opportunity sent you an account 
that I have received of yo r Letter and shall do my utmost en- 
deavour to the full accomplishment of your Deserts and desires 
therein. When I was on board you may remember I entreated 
you to take me twenty h d ' freight certain and thirty uncertain, 
you told me I need not because you would secure it me upon 
which I rely. As I don't question your care and endeavour in the 
disposal of my Tob°, so I doubt not you'll endeavour to furnish 
me with those necessary things I sent for by you as also give me 
an account of them by the first opportunity and how all affairs 
stand in England which I shall assuredly expect from you as you 
may do the station of all affairs in this country from me by all 
opportunitys. I have omitted one thing in my particulars, 
which I desired you to buy for me that is a Riding Camblet 
Coat, if my money holds out buy it, if not use your Dis- 
cretion. In my note of Particulars I did not forget it, only 
omitted for fear of over charging my acco' and your trouble. 
A prosperous voyage, a lucky market and a happy Return is 
wished by 

Sir V Wff. 
To Capt. Fra* Partis, 

At the Hermitage, near East Smithfield, London. 



June nth, 1680. 

Sir: I promised you by all conveniencys to give you an ac- 
count of the affairs of the Countrey, to comply therewith I have 
taken this opportunity. 

I am not able to inform you of any new matter, but only to 
tell you that we are at present very quiet from our Indian 
Enemies. I believe no great crops will be this year made, by 
reason of our great drought.not having had one good shower since 
your departure which is now almost a month, so that everything 
is kept under thereby. I have drawn bills of Exchange on you 
for ^7, 13, 4, payable to M r William Law, of London Merchant; 
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if those bills comes to your hands please to give them due ac- 
ceptance, for I had rather that part of my P'ticulars that I seni. 
for by you were let alone than the Discredit of the Protest of 
those Bills which by no means let be protested. I am now a 
great distance from home and cannot be so large as I would, 
but shall refer you to my next Letter by some of our own ships 
for a more ample information. 

I am Sir Your Wff. 
To Capt Fra" Partis, at &c. 



June nth, 1680. 

Sir: By my former I gave you what account I could how 
affairs stood then, there's little alteration has since happened. I 
have not now the copy by me, being above one hundred miles 
from home, but take this opportunity to give you an account 
that I advised by my last that I drew bills of Exchange for £7, 
13, 4, which I did then and do now desire you to accept and 
make punctual payment. 

I did then also request you to let alone sending me some of 
my goods rather than refuse the payment of those bills, but now 
I desire you to send or bring in every particular I have sent 
for, because I have here inclosed sent two bills of Exchange, one 
for ,£20 Sterling, the other for £$. I have also inclosed sent 
two bills of Exchange, one for ^20 Sterling the other for ^3. I 
have also inclosed sent you a letter of Advice to be delivered 
with that bill of .£20 to Sir Robert Peyton, upon sight of which 
I believe there's little doubt of receiving the money. I hope I 
shall have occasion to transmit near 100 £ sterling next ship- 
ping, therefore please to give me an account truly of your inten- 
sions, whether you intend for Virginia next year or to stay there 
that I may accordingly order my affairs. 

I expect to hear from you by all conveniences, wherein I hope 
I may have a particular relation of my own affairs and a general 
account of the proceedings there. This is the needfull from 

Your Wff. 
To Capt. Fra* Partis, at &c. 
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Sir: The above is copy of my former June nth, 1680. I 
have no new matter to add only I would have you be very care- 
ful of my flax, hemp and hayseed, two bushels of each of which 
I have sent for because we have now resolved a cessation of 
making Tob° next year. We are also going to make Towns, if 
you can meet with any tradesmen that will come in and live at 
the Town, they may have large privileges and immunitys. I 
would have you to bring me in a good Housewife. I do not 
intend or mean to be brought in as the ordinary servants are, but 
to pay her passage and agree to give her fifty shillings or three 
pound a year during the space of five years, upon which terms 
I suppose good Servants may be had, because they have their 
passage clear and as much wages as they can have there. I would 
have a good one or none: I look upon the generality of wenches 
you usually bring in not worth the keeping. I expect to hear 
from you by all conveniences for I assure you I let slip none 
to tell you, I am &c. I would have you bring me two large 
Paper books, one to contain about fourteen or fifteen Quire of 
Paper the other about ten Quire and one other small one. 

July 1st, 1680, 
Ps Capt. Fowler. 
To Capt Fra' Partis, At &c. 



Dec. 4th, 1680. 

Sir: Both yours I have received by Capt. Paine am glad of 
yours, sorry you came to no better market. I hope this year 
Tob° will rise by reason there's but small crops made throughout 
this country and Maryland too. I have got ready the Tob° I 
owe you which when your brother comes or any one by your 
order may receive; we now look out every day for his arrival 
by whom I intend to ship thirty or fourty hh d ", crops are so small 
and debts comes in so badly that I cannot send so much as I 
thought by twenty hh"*, but what I do send is pretty good. 
What friends I can advise shall assuredly secure you. Mr. Scar- 
let has promised me to consign you twenty hh d ' and I believe 
shall get you some more this year. 

Sr. I kindly observe two passages in your letter, one is that 
if I have occasion (or fourty of fifty pound sterling you will pay it 
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though you have none of my effects in your hands, the other 
that you paid my last bill of £7, 13, 4, at sight. The one gives me 
credit, the other honour for both which I thank you. I under- 
stand by the said letter that you have sent me all I sent for which 
you inform me come to something more than you have in your 
hands, yet being encouraged by your letter and assured of money 
that I shall remit home if my Tob" should either miscarry or 
come to a bad market, for I shall certainly remit home a hundred 
pounds Sterling certain if not more from good hands and sure 
paymasters. I have ventured on a bargain of 29 £ Sterling for 
two negroes of Mr. Vincent Goddard for which I have drawn 
bills of Exchange upon you, which please give dueexceptance. 
I know not yet what to enlarge, by the first opportunity after 
your brother's arrival shall give you a larger account, and there- 
fore at present shall only tell you that I shall always continue 

Sir Your Wff. 
To Capt. Frances Partis. 



February 1st, 1680. 
Honoured Sir : 

Yours I received, together with one from the Hon"" Mr. 
Secretary, and another from Coll" Allerton, who acquaints me 
the 14th february is the day he hath appointed a Jury to meet 
for the finding an office for your Grant. At which time or before 
(if sickness, &c. doth not prevent) I shall wait upon you to 
tender you the utmost of my Service in that affair and anything 
else you shall please farther to command me; shall endeavour 
in the meantime thoroughly to understand the Case and learn 
how the Law directs, that is whether it be a will considering 
the meanness of the Stile and immethodicall penning thereof 
when the party speaking (or which ought to speak) was a person 
of such known abilitys; if the discovery of the fraud fails in the 
consideration of the Stile, then he that was known so good a 
master of his pen Should in the last act of his life affix his mark, 
is almost irrationall to imagine. Secondly, if it be a will, whether 
it be good in whole or in part, that it is not good in the whole 
the first Argument makes manifest by affixing his mark &c. 
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Thirdly, if it be good in part, in which part. That it cannot be 
good in that part that concerns the Land, this late Statute hath 
provided, for the title of the Statute is to prevent frauds and 
perjury, the preamble or Key of the Statute persues the same, 
then the body of the act declares the manner how this shall be 
avoided when such considerable bequests as Lands and tene- 
ments, that is by three or four witnesses at the least, but here is but 
two, then for this part void and all thoughts of Equity banished 
by reason of the probable presumption of fraud in the whole, but 
more especially in this part. Fourthly and Lastly, Admit that 
it were a will good in all its parts and fully supply'd with all the 
ceremonies that the Law requires whether his lands and Tene- 
ments should pass by these words real and personal Estate ad- 
mits I think a considerable Dispute. These S r are the heads of 
the argument that I at present apprehend are to be managed in 
your just cause and which I shall take pains to my ability to 
inform myself in, whereby I hope I may assure you. I am 

Sir Y r Wff. 
To The Hon"" Ralph Wormley. 



March 30, 1681. 
Mr. Stephen Watts, 

Sr: By the Bristol men that have used our parts I have 
heard of you but by M r Richard Gotley this year dealing in 
these parts I have more particular account of your honest and 
faithfull dealings which induced me at this time to consign you 
eight hh ds of Tob , an Invoice whereof I have inclosed sent you 
this only as an invitation to correspondence, if the market gives 
encouragement I shall consign you more next year and a greater 
quantity. The commodity is grown Slow here and in England 
too that I am affraid the present necessity of my affairs forcing 
me to send home with my Tob" bills of Exchange for ,£12, 10,00 
of their acceptance. Therefore S r I shall only desire you to 
proceed in this method for me if my Tob" meets a good market, 
make ready acceptance of the Bills and send me the remainder 
in such things as I shall after mention, but if my Tob should not 
clear the money drawn for, please to pay as much of them as 
you shall have in your hands and let the remainder be only pro- 
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tested. You are much a Stranger to me but I much more to 
you therefore dare not make an overture of paying more money 
than you have effects, nor of sending me any without I had of 
mine own with you to pay the things. 

I want a pair of cart wheels, horse harness for three horses, a 
pack saddle and two dozen shoes. I shall enlarge by the latter 

Ships. 

I am Sir Yr Wff. 



April 4th, 1681. 
Mr John Cooper: 

Sir: By the Recommends of Capt. Norrington and some 
little Knowledge I have of your honest and fair dealings, by In- 
spection into some Returns of sales of Tob° and purchase of 
goods has occasioned this letter wherein you'll find the Invoice of 
eight hh/" of Oronoko Tob" and bill of Loading for the same con- 
signed to your Self which I hope you'll help to the best market. 
The inclosed Bills of Exchange I desire you to present and 
receive by the latter Ships Shall enlarge and give further Direc- 
tion and perhaps consign you more Tob and send you some 
more bills. 

I am Sir Your Wff. 



May 2 1 st, 1 68 1. 
Horid Sir: 

I intended to wait upon you as I came from Town to give 
you an account of Coll" Griffins &c. proceedings about 0011° 
Burnhams land for which you have had an office found. By your 
former letter, and my answer thereunto, I thought myself obliged 
to you part and to my utmost to hinder the probate of the said 
Will, but hearing nothing from and being threatened by mutual 
bonds given and taken between you and the others I could make 
no Defence in your behalf nay durst not own myself concerned 
on your side yet was troubled to see such proceedings and such 
large fees given by them to the value of fifty pound Sterling, 
which I certainly guess' d was for a farther end than to secure 
the personal Estate, and accordingly so it happened for at the 
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latter end of the court they petition for a day to be assigned 
them this next Court, to traverse the Office found pretending a 
right by virtue of the said Will, with some reflections upon 
there first Delay in the probate at your County Court. I have 
sent this Gent. Mr. Hickes purposely with this letter to advise 
you thereof and receive your commands and instructions therein 
whereby I am assured it will appear with a better countenance 
at the next Court to there trouble and I06S and to your quiet 
and content w" is truly desired by 

Your Wff. 
To The Hon* 11 ' 

Ralph Wormley, Esq. 



May 31st, 1681. 
Capt. Francis Partis. 

Sr: Till the Receipt of yours by Capt. Shepard I was fully 
intended to write you at large but by that understanding that 
you intended certainly in this next year, I refer a larger discourse 
till then, but yet must now tell you I am sorry the Initiation of 
a correspondence with you Should by your unkind dealings be 
so soon broken off. Your brother Capt Charles Partis is able to 
give you an account thereof and to him I'll refer, who has- 
endeavored as much as in him lies to palliate the matter, by per- 
suading me that it was not really and intentionally done by you, 
but by mistake or some other accident, which in truth by his 
persuasions and my own charitable inclinations I am no In- 
fidel to, yet could do no less than stop the current of all farther 
dealings till these mistakes and Errors, if they be so, already 
committed be regulated, which I suppose may not be difficult 
upon your arrival. What of your Tob° is paid and why not all 
paid and the care and provisions I had taken therein your 
brother can and will I dare say fully inform you. I hope I 
shall see you time by this next year in your first Rate Merchant- 
man which I shall be very glad of who am 

Sir Your Wff. 

To Capt. Francis Partis, in London. 
P his brother Capt. Charles Partis. 
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May 31st, 1681. 
Mr. John Lucum. 

If no body should come from me or by my order to take 
the bills of Exchange for the Pipe Staves and the bills of loading 
for the eleven hh"* of Tob" consigned to Mr. John Cooper of 
London merchant I am so far satisfy' d of your Integrity and 
fidelity that I request you to do it yourself, that is to pass bills 
of Exchange for your full debt, according to the number of Pipe 
Staves your receive and bills of Loading for the eleven hh 4 * 
Tob*, according to the agreement and you receipt for the other 
one hh d consigned to your self which I would have you thus 
order. Inclose one of the bills of Loading and one of the bills 
of Exchange in this letter to Mr. Jno. Cooper which you have 
open and write a letter yourself to me and inclose the other two 
bills of Loading and the two bills of Exchange and your Receipt 
for the hh 4 * Tob", well sealed up and leave them either with Mr. 
William Hardidge or Mr. Secretary and deliver them to them- 
selves with request to keep them till I send for them for fear of 
miscarriage if they should chance to convey them up to me by 
an uncertain hand. 

Also I farther request you to acquaint Mr. Cooper the reason 
that I could not indorse the bills of Exchange to him which 
upon your information will give him the opportunity of demand- 
ing and receiving it without Indorsement. I hope you will keep 
this letter by you for your Instructions and follow it if I have 
not the opportunity of sending one to do it for me, which will 
oblige 

Sir Your Wff. 
To Capt. John Lucum 
on board his Ship. 



June 2nd, 1681. 
Mr. John Cooper. 

This is copy of my former by Capt. John Lucum bearing date 
31st May, last, I have sent another by the said Lucum of the 
same date and of the same purport but open for a bill of loading 
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and a bill of Exchange to be inclosed therein for the above Tob". 
Sr In my particulars mentioned, and here inclosed you'll find I 
send for a feather bed, and furniture curtains and vallens. 

The furniture, curtains and vallens, I would have new, but the 
bed at second hand, because I am informed new ones are very 
full of dust. The curtains and vallens I would have plain and 
not very costly. I desire you to take notice in the purchase of 
these things in the note of particulars here inclosed, and if it 
should so happen by accident or some other mischance, I should 
not have the opportunity of giving you farther advice, please to 
take care to send those particulars by the first Ships by Capt. 
Norrington, if he comes forth early. 

Yours Wff. 



June 7th, 1681. 

Sir: By Mr. Lucum and Mr. Lymes, bearing date 31st 
May and 2d June, I have given you an account of eleven hh"' 
Tob consigned to you together with several bills of Exchange 
to the value of £51 Sterling, besides Mr. Lucum's bills of Ex- 
change for what value I know not yet, which according to my 
order receive of him. I desire your care in sending me in those 
things I sent for and do now send for, which are for my own par- 
ticular use, therefore I desire you to take care in the goodness of 
them and what my money comes to more than I have given you 
advice of, please to send me it in Linnen, of which let gentish 
holland be finest except one piece of kenting and let there be two 
pieces of white Dimmety and one piece of colored. I refer the 
sorting the linnen to yourself, being mindfull of blue Linnen in 
the Parcel. If you could possibly procure me a Bricklayer or 
Carpenter or both, it would do me a great kindness and save me a 
great deal of money in my present building, and I should be 
willing to advance something extraordinary for the procuration 
of them or either of them. If you send in any tradesmen be 
sure send in their tools with them. Sir, my small acquaint- 
ance begs my excuse for not giving you an account of news 
Stirring. Although I have sent none yet I hope to receive some 
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from you, together with the present transactions of affairs in 
England; if the market gives any encouragement you may be 
sure to hear more from me for the future. I am 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. Jno. Cooper, in Lond°. 
Merch' p. Capt. Lymes. 



June 19th, 1681. 

Sr: Yours I received by Mr. Hickes, whereby I am now 
thoroughly acquainted with your business and have communi- 
cated the same to Mr. George Brent and have also sent him 
your inclosed Guinea, the bond I must take notice to you is not 
so well as it should be for in the obligation it is something sup- 
erfluous at least if not amiss, to name them Executors of Mr. 
Burnham, it might have been more excusable if it had been so 
mentioned in the condition, yet the most sure way had been to 
condition with them as Legatees to Burnham not to interrupt 
your Possession or to traverse the Office for by that name comes 
their Pretensions and not as Executors for as they are Executors 
only they have nothing to say to any lands or tenements of the 
Testators. I shall take what care I can and shall use my utmost 
skill to defend your most just cause, to clear you from this unjust 
molestation. The course you give me account, you have taken 
to put the bond in Suite is grounded upon good counsel. Sr. I 
am heartily glad of Major Beverleys association and assistance 
in this affair who is in my Esteem the best acquainted with the 
practice part in Virginia. If terms of treaty or complyance 
should evermore come to be offered, take not this Course by 
bonds to oblige them but rather confirmations, Releases or 
Deeds of conveyance well penned by good advice which I pre- 
sume Major Beverly is able to assist you in and that will utterly 
disable them from any pretensions to a Suit for a future and if 
not strengthen your title yet I am sure quiet yopr Possession. 
Sr. I understand there are some Negro Ships expected into 
York now every day I am so remote that before I can have 
they'll be all disposed of or at least none left but the refuse 
therefore Sr. I request you to do me the favour if you intend to 
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buy any for yourself and it be not too much trouble to you, to 
secure me five or six whereof three or four boys if you can and 
please to send me word of it and I shall readily come down and 
thankfully acknowledge the favour who am 

Hon* S r Your Wff. 
To Ralph Wormley Esq. 



June 19th, 1681. 
Maj'Robt. Beverly: 

I received yours inclosed in Esqr. Wormley's, wherein you 
write down that branch of the Statute relating to his case with 
your interpretation and opinion succintly and pithily with which 
I fully agree and doubt not if Statutes be of any force (which is 
doubtless) is sufficient to quiet his Possession and clear him of 
trouble which I believe is rather occasioned by their Advisers to 
get money from them than out of any probability of obtaining 
the land for them. 

Instead of Bonds, had confirmations, Releases or conveyances, 
&c, been well drawn they could not possibly have contrived any 
trouble now which is the best Course to be taken if any Over- 
tures of Quiet and Cessation from Arms Should more be offered. 

The business would not admit me to write less and last will 
not suffer more to be added by 

Sir Your WfT. 
To Maj r Robt. Beverly, in Rappahannock. 



June 19, 1681. 
Mr. Henry Hartwell: 

I cannot miss this opportunity to beg my Excuse for parting 
so rudely without taking leave, I am sure some of the Company 
were equally concerned in the Bacchanalian Banquet and those 
that were not, cannot deny an Excuse to the great absurdity of 
Solacisms committed by Bacchanals who have Priviledge by 
Bacchus himself the first Institutor of the Order. 

I desire you will give my service to all friends there and mind 
Mr. Clayton to provide Institutions for our intended Society and 
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to take care that none be admitted therein but Loyalists and then 
I don't question but we shall continue in order and obedience as 
Loyalists. Sr. I desire you'll send me by the bearer, a Writ at 
the Suite of William Balthrope against George Thorne in an 
action of Tresspass directed to the Sheriff of Westmoreland, also 
a Dedimus Protestalem for Coll Mason to examine Evidence in 
the Appeal betwixt him and Mr. Lincolne (for which our Claik 
intends to kiss your hand next Court) directed to Mr. James 
Ashton Maj r Andrew Gilson and Docf William Bankes, 

Sir Your Wff. 
To Mr. Henry Hartwell 
At James City. 



June 19, 1681. 
Mr. William Hardidge: 

I have now by me two of your letters one by Mr. Gibson 
which I received about I2th June last when Partis was ready to 
sail, the other I received yesterday by Mr. Lincolne. In the first 
you acquaint me you have sent me Partis' bond because he re- 
fused to deliver bills, which I something admire if ever you look'd 
upon the Bond or the Assignment, on the backside the Bond is 
absolute for 50^ Sterling and no other condition in it to save 
him from the penalty but the payment of 2$jQ Sterling the fourth 
of April and the Claret and white sugar. The assignment on the 
backside is also as clear and absolute from me to Mr. Gotley 
with a warranty that it is due, which is every penny due. By 
your last you inform me that Partis tells you I have other- 
wise disposed of the Pipe Staves, tis true I sold some Pipe Staves 
and have yet some to sell, but I never yet sold any of Capt. 
Partis his Pipe Staves, what staves I owe him he has my bill for 
if I have not performed according to the tenour hereof I am 
liable to an action but yet that has no relation to Mr Gotley's debt 
if it had I should now have sent you bills of Exchange. I here 
inclosed send you the Bond which I have nothing to do with 
except you can make it appear not to be due; had I had your first 
letter sooner I should have advised you otherwise and secured 
your money of Partis. I desire you'll shew the Bond and this 
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letter of mine to the Honbl' M r Secretary who I dare say will 
assure that your being without that money is your own, not my 
fault who am, 

Sir Your Wff. 
To Mr. William Hardidge at Nomany. 



June 8th, 1681. 
Mr. Kenline Chiseldine: 

Sr: The cruelty of M r Blackstone towards my sister in Law 
is grown so notorious and cruel that there is no possibility of 
keeping it any longer private, with the preservation of her life 
his cruelty having already occasioned her to make two or three 
attempts to destroy herself which if not timely prevented wil' 
inevitably follow, therefore Sir in Relation of my Affinity to 
her as also at the Instance and Request of Mr. Newton to propose 
some remedy I think there is some means to be used for a sepa- 
ration because of his continued cruelty which in England is 
practical; here in Virginia it is a rare case, of which nature I have 
known but one which was between Mr* Brent and her husband 
Mr. Giles Brent, the Case thus managed ; She petitions the Gov- 
ernor and Council Setting forth his inhuman usage upon which 
Petitions the Court orders her to live separate from him, and he 
to allow her a maintenance according to his Quality and Estate 
and to make his appearance at the next general court before 
which court he dyed and so no farther proceedings therein. Mr- 
Newton can give you a full account of his cruelty and barbarity 
towards her and has evidences ready to prove it, therefore I have 
advised him consult you for the manner of proceeding therein 
and earnestly request you will assist him in it. It cannot 
properly be called a Divorce but a Separation rather for I find 
in Cooke on Littleton folio 235 Several sorts of Divorces a Vin- 
culo Matrimonii but Divorces propter Saevitiam and causa 
Adulterii are more properly Separations because Dissolutions a 
vinculo matrimonii but only a mensa et thoro and the coverture 
continues and consequently a maintenance allowed her and 
Dower after his Decease as is plentifully set forth by those that 
treat thereof. 
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You may find one precedent in Cooke car fo. 461, 462 between 
Porter and his wife whereupon prosecution it was decreed, Quod 
propter Sevitiam of her said Husband &c. I question not but 
you are furnished with Precedents of like nature, therefore your 
assistance and advice in this affair is desired by 

Sir Your Wff. 
To Mr. Kenline Chiseldine 

Attorney General of Maryland. 



June 8th, 1681. 
Hon' rd Sir- 

The business of your brother and Mr Chas Roane did not 
proceed successfully last Court for two reasons one was timely 
entering the Petition, the other he was only arrested at the 
Suite of Mr. William Lee. How they both happened I Know not 
and Coll Kendall pleaded Ignorance therein. I have here in- 
closed sent you a Writ and Petition against Roane who is most 
willing to have an end and to have the legal Right known with- 
out delays, therefore to begin with him will cause Expedition 
and the Judgment in his cause will be a Precedent to the rest. 
I wish you much joy in your young son now and comfort here- 
after. 

Your Wff. 
To the Hon"" Coll" Richard Lee. 



June 8th, 1681. 
Dear Mother, 

To go up to Rose before you have provided means for her 
relief will rather aggravate than alleviate her misery, therefore 
this comes that Mr. Newton now advises to will be safest and 
surest and make your voyage comfortable to yourself and a 
creditable Relief to your Daughter which is hereby wished by 

Your Wff. 
To Mrs. Rose Newton. 
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July 3rd, 1 68 1. 

Sir: I have this conveniency by Nat. Garland to acquaint 
you that I cannot receive answers to either of the Letters I sent 
you. I believe there may be some miscarriages but not so many 
but that one in three comes to hand. Friends at a distance 
want the happiness of seing one another yet a friendly communi- 
cation by Letters is not barred which I should much rejoice in. I 
assure you I let slip no opportunity and should be glad you 
would use but friendliness therein. I hope Distance has not 
occasioned forgetful ness. Nat. Garland tells me you have made 
great and profitable progress in your Linnen manufacture which 
I heartily congratulate wishing that as you give good example to 
others you may reap benefit thereby to yourself. S'r I have here 
inclosed sent a letter to Mr. Alexander Broady with his papers 
inclosed in it. I have left it open to your perusal &c. after which 
I desire you'll seal it and get it a safe conveyance to his hand. 
My Wife and self salute you and your good lady with our Re- 
spects and services. I am 

Your Wff. 
To Capt. 

Tho* Matthews at Cherrypoint. 



July 3d, 1681. 
To Mr, Alex Brody 

At Capt. Len 4 Howson's: 
This is the first and most certain convenience I have had 
since my coming from Town to communicate to you how your 
business depends, When I received yo' letter with the inclosed 
supersede as I admired at that clause in it, you satisfy'd me by 
your letter that it was neither at your motion nor Petition. 

The copy supersedeas together with the copy of the order and 
this inclosed Petition I presented but to no effect, for the Governour 
and Council said they would not vacate Ord™ of Court upon 
prayer only without legal Process and proceeding the said Sea- 
borne being not arrested by the S d Writ nor any Return made, 
therefore their Directions were if the court had injured you, you 
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might have your remedy legally against them. So that what I 
can advise farther is to either arrest one or two of the Court that 
then was sitting when the Order past against you or wait with 
patience till Seaburne's arrival and then return your Supersedeas 
and so get a rehearing of the whole matter before the Governour 
and council. I know no other means to get relief for you but by 
one of these ways, if you take the former I desire you to come 
up to give me account thereof and Instructions therein, if the 
latter please give me timely notice by the first opportunity and 
in either you shall find me 

Your Wff. 



August 24th, 1681. 

Sir: Yours by Christopher Warner bearing date 29th 
July, I have receiv'd, am glad to hear of your and Lady's health 
therein which I have also been satisfy' d in by M™ Rogers who 
has been in your parts and whom I have intreated to be the 
conveyer of this. I do not approve of your town project for the 
advancement of a most useful and advantageous manufacture 
which I believe in time when necessity and use shall have reduced 
more to follow will be found more profitable and advantageous 
to a general Commerce than the greatest probability can imagine 
from this Superfluous Staple that at present custom hath render' d 
suitable to the generality by reason one is absolute necessity, the 
other a thin indifferent and more obliged to the fancy than any 
real worth in itself. 

Absolute necessity of business calls me abroad so often that 
I am glad when I can have some leisure at home, I am taking of 
some and assure your self that you be one of the first whom 
when I get time I intend to visit. 

Necessity as 'tis the mother of Invention, so it is the more so 
of Industry, which has so far been cherished here that there's 
little of any wool left in our parts not wrought up either in 
stockings and therefore no hopes of the purchase of any here. 
Mine and Wives best Respects salute you and your good Lady, 
continuance of that health and happiness you at present enjoy 
is wished you by 

To Capt Thos Matthews Your Wff. 

At Cherry point. 
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July 14th, 1681. 
Hon'rd Sir: 

I received yours by the Soldier wherein you give a farther 
discovery of your business in Mr. Kennon's relation which dis- 
covers such a palpable cheat that I admire any persuasions should 
induce them to proclaim there own scandal especially when with- 
out interuption, things in your power to have avoided, you had 
been so obligingly civil to admit them to carry away the per- 
sonal Estate. 

I doubt there catching at the Land may occasion them the loss 
of the real substance, I mean the personal Estate, which they may 
say they were once quietly seised with like the dog in the fable. 
S r your promise to assist me in the purchase of those Negroes 
I requested you to buy for me, only desire farther advice and 
more particular directions which I shall now do. I desired you in 
my former to buy me five or six, whereof three or fdur to be 
boys, a man and woman or men and women, the boys from eight to 
seventeen or eighteen, the rest as young as you can procure them, 
for price I cannot direct therein because boys according to there 
age and growth are valued in price, therefore S r shall refer that 
wholly to yourself and doubt not your care therein and if you 
please to hire a messenger to come either way with them or to 
come immediately and give me notice thereof. I shall gladly 
pay the Messenger and readily come down myself to make pay- 
ment for the same. Sr Mr Brent and myself are resolved to wait 
on you in our journey to Town to be well advised and fully in- 
formed in the State of your affairs which are grounded upon 
such just foundation that success is little douttted by 

Yr Wff. 

This letter I sent before the other on the other side but mistook 
the entering it. 

To Ralph Wormley Esq. 

Dec'r 3rd, 1681. 
Mr. John Buckner 

S'r : I was intended the last general court to have waited on 
you, in order to have taken care for your payment what I am 
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indebted to you, but in my going was straitened in time and in my 
my coming home earnest to be here. I have now taken this op- 
portunity by Mr. John Withers to send you bills of Maj r Robert 
Beverlys for^2o, 5, 00 which I suppose before this time he has 
taken care with you about his promised payment in your hands at 
the passing of the bills. Esq' Wormley likewise at the same time 
assured me that he would take care to pay you ,£20 more upon 
my account, which I doubt not but before this he has done; what 
remains I will hereafter take care honestly to pay but hope you 
will make me some abatement for your Dumb Negro that you 
sold me; had she been a new Negro, I must have blamed my 
fate not you; but one that you had two years, I must conclude 
you knew her qualities which is bad at work worse at talking 
and took the opportunity of the Softness of my Messenger to 
quit your hands of her. I will freely give you the ^3, 5,o,over- 
plus of ,£20 that he gave for her to take her again and will get 
her convey* d to your hands Or hope if my offer be not accepta- 
ble you will make me some abatement of so bad a bargain. I 
desire if you have not heard from Mr. Wormley and Maj. Bev- 
erly in order to the payment as above Mr. Withers will not scru- 
ple to stay a day while you send to them that thereby he may 
bring my Obligation with him and will pass himself for the Bal- 
lance which I'll see certainly paid. Sr. This Gentleman is come 
purposely to buy two or three Negro boys or girlls, men or women. 
Upon the Report the protested Bills has opened the Negro Market 
I advised him to you for your advice and instructions there, as well 
knowing that if such a thing be you can best advise him. I will 
also myself buy six or eight if the market be so low as is here re- 
ported, in both which your advice is desired by 

Sr. Your Wff. 
To Mr. Jno. Buckner, 

p. Mr. Withers. 



February 13th, 1681-2 
Horid Sir: 

At the Instance of my very good friend Doc" W m Bankes 
this comes not to sollicit any thing from you in his behalf, but 
truly what he is most capable of performing himself but only to 
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acquaint your Hon r what a great sufferer bis Predecessor Mr. 
Thomas Bunbury has been in the late Distractions and chiefly 
in the sheriff Office granted him by the Governor, without doubt 
for a help and furtherance in his affairs which those times made 
unprofitable and his death after has rendered his fruitless labours 
therein chargeable and troublesome to his successor and ruinous 
to his surviving children, by reason.considerable sums have been 
taken by Law from the Estate upon that account, and the profits lie 
scattered up and down in parcels not possible to be brought to- 
gether for use or profit to the Children without a Repetition of 
the same favour to the Successor (as was thought at an ill time) 
granted Mr. Bunbury. He is now prepared to wait upon the 
Govenour, if your Hon' please to grant your letter of Recom- 
mendation in that affair. The profits I dare say will go to the 
increase of that small Pittance of the Children, their unhappy 
father left them. 

Hon* Sir Your Wff. 
To Nic". Spencer Esq. 

Secretary of Virginia. 



February 26th, 1681-2 
Honoured Sir : 

This is the first opportunity since I had left the honour of your 
good company to assure you that I am not unprovided with Argu- 
ments (if the Assembly requires it) to prove that the Laws of 
England are in force here, except where the Acts of Assembly 
have otherwise provided, by reason of the constitution of the 
place and people. The Gentleman the bearer is my neigbour 
Doct' Bancks whose health we drank at Maj r Beverley's, he is 
come to wait upon the Govenour to get a grant of the high 
Sheriffs place whose predecessor Mr. Thos. Bunbury was a great 
sufferer by his untimely death in the said Office, and he as his 
sucessor has been a considerable sufferer thereby, as he is able 
truly to inform you and I dare say would esteem it an infinite 
obligation if your Hounour would be pleased to introduce him 
into the Govenour's knowledge and second his Endeavours. 

Sr. I hope you have had an opportunity of satisfying Mr. 
Buckner that sum you were pleas'd to promise at Maj' Bever- 



LETTERS OF WILLIAM FITZHUGH. 47 

ley's. I have had a relation of your observations upon Coll 
Griffin's Attorneys, but no account what Evidence they had 
farther to produce which if you think it worth your while I 
should be glad to be informed from yourself that thereby I 
might be thoroughly capable of assuring you. I am 

Honrd Sir Your WfT. 
To Esq' Wormley, &c. 



March 6th, 1 68 1-2. 
Horird Sir: 

Yours came to my hand yesterday by Mr. Fox. This morning 
I sent him to Mr. Waugh where he forewarned him off the 
Plantation, spoke to him to desist from falling any more timber 
trees, and from meddling with any more of those Pipe Staves 
Already got, which I according to your Honour's commands 
seconded and endeavoured to set forth to him the inconveniency 
and damage that would attend an obstinate refusal, but he was 
deaf to all and did openly aver that the Promise of surrender was 
upon conditions to be repaid what money he hath already paid 
towards the Purchase, and to be reimbursed what charge and 
expenses he had been at upon the Plantation in building, fenc- 
ing &c. And did farther alledge that he had an Obligation from 
under your Honour's hand to assure him a title to the Land 
which as soon as he has, he says he shall then be ready to pay 
the rem"' of the money due to the purchaser. 

The severall passages that happened Mr. Fox will fully re- 
late to you to which I'll refer. But the Result of all was he 
would take no forewarning. And withall promised that he 
would wait upon your Hon' to accomodate the matter. Those 
two hh*" of Tob" you were pleas'd to nominate to me for pay 
at Edward Washington's I have already disposed of and indeed 
the remainder of my Tob" in Westmoreland, except some at 
Mr. Newtons and four more at Nomany for which I have al- 
ready taken freight. 

My Receiver told me this hh d at yo r Quater was as good as 
any he received and before I received your Honour's letter I had 
a purpose to ship it off but that conveniency in payment hinder' d. 



48 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

I am sorry it will not answer your expectation in shiping off 
now I have that Tob° demanded for your use but I dare assure 
you from my Receiver that it is good Tob° and it is so late in 
the year I cannot contrive your Tob° elsewhere which I hope 
will be excusable in 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. Secretary Spencer. 



May 29th, 1682 
Maj'r Robt. Beverly, 

Sir: This messenger who is faithfull and intelligent we have 
purposely sent to be certainly informed from yourself wether 
your Restraint continues, the generall Report with us is that 
your freedom was granted you, without any endeavor of Re- 
crimination which will add a greater lustre to your Innocence 
and assure the world of yo r capacity that a small jealousie of 
your Dissatisfaction may put great men in Dismay. Sr. Magna 
Charta the Petition of Rights and the divers statutes made in 
confirmation of the first w" the severall commentarys and Ex- 
positions upon all, setting forth the liberty of the subject to 
gether with the causes and occasions of his confinement, I am 
indifferently well furnished with, and assure yourself shall not be 
wanting to one of the choicest of my friends, to communicate 
my utmost knowledge therein, did your business now require 
it nor should I scant my pains to do you service or to give you 
any means of Satisfaction touching the same which freedom as- 
sure yourself is candid and if your occasions require it shall find 
it real from 

Sr. Your Wff. 
To Maj'r Robt. Beverly. 



June 5th 1682. 
Mr. John Burrage, 

Sir : Herewith comes bills of Exchange drawn upon you for 
£7 Sterling, the whole with what was paid last year by Mr. 
Tucker for my fees in managing your Several businesses in Vir- 
ginia both in the Generall and County courts. Mr. Bull can 
certainly inform you that I was equally concerned w' Mr. Brent 
in your business and last year and this year I demanded it of 
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him, but he was unwilling to draw for any more because he said 
you had not received any quantity of your effects, where that 
fault lyes I know not but this I am sure that your whole effects 
that I was concerned in was due by Judgement. 

Sr, What I had last year was but small in respect of my Ser- 
vice for you at the General Court and this that I charge now is less 
in respect of my service at the County Court, for I can assure you 
and Mr. Bull well knows that my County Court fees barely ac- 
cording to Act. of Assembly at 156 p. cause comes to above eight 
thousand pounds of Tob° which I may demand, you can't deny 
and the Law will give me, yet in respect your Employ was some- 
thing considerable and I am something straitned for want of 
money, I have made this small and modest demand in full of 
my whole due which I hope you will give due acceptance to, 
which I can assure you will be to your own advantage and the 
the satisfaction of 

Sr Your Wff. 
To Mr. John Burrage 
Merc' in Lyme. 



June 5th 1682. 
Madam Bland. 

This comes with three bills of Exchange drawn upon you 
for ^20 Sterling the full balance of your bill to me, which upon 
answer thereof, I will take care to cancell and do farther signifie 
and oblige myself by these presents to acquit and discharge 
you from the s d bill of ^20 upon payment of these bills. This 
letter comes only to advise, I have writ you something concern- 
ing your business already and by the next shall return you 
answer of your severall letters which about a fortnight ago I 
received together with a full account of your business as it re- 
lates to me and have taken care with Mr. Blayton and Mr. 
Minge to give you the full State of your whole affairs. 

I hope you will not fail in answering these bills to the full satis- 
faction of 

Madam Your Wff. 
To Mrs. Sarah Bland, 
In London. 
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June 5th, 1682. 
Maj'r Robt. Beverley. 

Sir: This comes by the same Messenger of the other of 
the 29th May and I hope will find you as well and as free as it 
leaves me accompany* d with an assurance of my utmost En- 
deavours to do you Service to theutmost of my power. Sr. I 
have lately received a letter from Madam Bland by which I un- 
derstand she keeps in her old way of Court Solicitations and as- 
sures me of doing me any kindness in her circumstances, there- 
fore desire you to send me a fair copy of the Journal of our last 
Assembly to send to her who I doubt not upon receipt thereof 
will be advantageously servicable to us and please also to sig- 
nifie whether I may that way be servicable to you. I hope 
you'll mind and hasten the expediting of your promise in giv- 
ing me a copy of these commissions Instructions &c ; you were 
pleased to assure me should be the first of your care upon your 
coming home. Sr. Those two bills Mr. Brent and I took of 
you for ^20, 5, o, I cannot find and do doubt have lost them , 
therefore desire you to sign anew the bills herewith sent you 
which have relation to the discharge of the former if ever they 
should be found again which I very much doubt: if you think 
these are not authentickly drawn for a discharge of the former, 
please to draw others yourself. My humble service to yourself 
and good lady. If you could draw bills of Exchange payable 
to Mr. Jno. Buckner or order for the whole sum, it would be 
very advantageous to me and mightily satisfactory to him who 
I can pay no other way. 

Your Wff. 
To Maj'r Robt. Beverly, 
p. Mr. Jn° Withers. 



Instructions for Mr. Jn" Withers his proceedings in his York 
journey June 5th, 1682. 

First, to Maj'r Beverly there's two letters and two bills 
drawn for him to sign for ^20, 5, as p. the bills you' 11 see, which 
remember to take, except he will give you bills of Exchange to 
Mr. John Buckner for the said sum. 
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2ndly. To take of Madam Hull, Roger Hull's widow, two 
bills of Exchange for £$ each, payable to Mr. Brent and 
myself. 

Thirdly, to take Mr. Fantleroy's bills for £8, 10, if he will 
pass for so much but be sure for £6, or else tell him I shall sue 
him for his Protest. 

Fourthly, to deliver Mr. Broody's letter and take bills of him 
for £$ Sterling or ready money if he pleases. 

Fifthly, to deliver Herriot's letter and take bills for £■$ in 
your own name or else to receive the same in ready money and 
to deliver his papers after paym*. 

Sixthly, To Deliver Mr. Christopher Robinson his letter and 
to take bills for £j, 10, for Mr. Brent and as much for me in my 
own name and to acquaint him that you are to pay them away 
as you come up. 

Seventhly, To pass Leftidges bill away though it be for fourty 
shillings. 

Eighthly. To purchase what likely Negroes you can either 1, 
2 > 3> 4. 5 or 6 what boys and men you possibly can, as few women 
as may be, but be sure not above two, to purchase neither man 
nor woman above thirty years old, not to exceed ^20 for the 
price of a man unless he be extraordinary likely, to buy Mr. 
Walter's boy alone for ^20 if you can or to give ^54 for the 
three at most, what under you can, if you cannot purchase him 
alone. To proceed to ^34 for Maj'r Peyton's two boys if you 
can't get them under or can't hear of a better purchase to do 
for me as for yourself in choosing and purchasing. 

Ninthly, To pass Haverton's bills away in the purchase of 
Negroes if you Can. 

Tenthly, To pass George Boyce his two bills in the Purchase 
of Negroes or any other swap to advantage nay though with 
loss. 

Eleventhly, To pass Corbett's bills of £6 for anything to my 
best advantage though at halves or for any truck. 

Twelfthly, To deliver Gullock's letter and to take bills of Ex- 
change for Mr. Brent for £5 and the same for me in your name 
if you see occasion. 

Your Wff. 
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June 20, 1682. 
Sir: 

Mr. Herriout being bound your way I could not miss so 
fit an opportunity of Saluting yourself and good Lady also by 
the same to present mine and wives humble service to you both. 
I am newly returned from my Nomany and Cherry point 
journey which seemed to be more, troublesome in Imagination 
than I found them in the Action. Lincoln, praised be Heaven 
and his good friends has all his panicle fears and fearfull petts 
&c. removed. Our good friend Mr. Mathews spent that small 
time I had to converse with him Rather in inquiring names than 
&c. which I was fully capable of solving him, what use he can 
make of knowing mens names I know not, it is too deep a reach 
for my Shallow capacity. I am not yet able to acquaint you with 
Southern news by reason Jn° Withers is not yet returned whom 
I every minute longingly expect, at his Arrival do hope we may 
be together to communicate. I desire you'll signifie what plank 
is ready for me, that I may take care to get it home yet I must 
beg the favour of you very speedily, if it be not already done, to 
get down my Walnut Planks to Mr. Peyton's landing. I shall 
not be ungratefull to the person that does it and shall esteem it 
a singular favour of yours to 

8 Wff. 

To Mr. George Brent. 



June 27th, 1682. 
Mr. William Leigh. 

Sir : Your's bearing date 1st June about a fortnight ago I 
received wherein your taxing I must patiently bear, and ac- 
knowledge my fault, yet with this extenuation that want of 
health hinder'd my coming, want of horses my sending and my 
dependence of finding them, hinder'd an early care to provide 
another to send to you which I hope by my friend will be admitted 
excusable and sooner, I could not effectually send to you than 
this opportunity I now take, together with what effects I 
could raise for your satisfaction which herewith I send you (viz.) 
Mr. Robinson's bill for £7, 10, o, Mr. Fauntleroy's for £8, 10, 
Mr. Storke's for £2, 10, and Mr. Herriots for £2, 10, 6, which 
makes in all ,£21, 00, 6, which is all the ready money I can at 
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present procure for you that will be certainly paid. Sr. I have 
sent and indorse two bills more one of Thomas Howerton for 
£$ Sterling which at the fall will be certainly paid together with 
that bill of Coxes for ^5 which makes in all ^29, 00, 6. I like- 
wise send you Mr. Leftidges bill due and payable long since, 
which I am affraid is none of the best, I am sure to meet at this 
Distance, it is not, therefore have purposely sent it to you well 
knowing your nearness may give you all opportunities to secure 
it, which I desire you to take care in for me and when obtained 
let it go to my credit in these bills, the remainder due is £1, 11, 
6, which at the fall I shall contrive to your conveniency together 
with what you want in those other bills (if any) which I hope not. 
Sir, I desire to know whether you continue your resolution as to 
your Town practice. I assure you I continue mine, therefore if 
yours continue both Mr. Brent and myself shall recommend as 
before intimated, at Town what clients we can, together with our 
particular business to your care and management and please to 
acquaint me in what myself may be serviceable to you and yoi 
may command me. I have herewith also sent you an account 
ready stated, which I desire you to sign and send me again. I 
cannot remember your employers and my creditors names, there- 
fore have left a blank for it which I desire you to fill up which 
may be for my future justification upon the mortality of euner 
of us. Sr. Here's a friend of mine in these parts has about ,£100, 
Sterling by him which he desires to lay out in Negroes, if any 
good ones are to be purchased and reasonable in your Parts, 
please to signify the same in your letter by the bearer and I shall 
acquaint him therewith. Our Parts are so barren of News that 
I am able to inform you of none. I hope your's will which I 
dare say you'll not be wanting in communicating. 

The Messenger goes to James Town therefore may be engaged 
to call as he comes with some considerable concerns in it. I re- 
quest your favour of delivering it yourself or sending it by a safe 
Messenger who may bring answer back from him to you, which 
you may please to deliver the Messenger upon his return back. 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. William Leigh, 
In New Kent. 



54 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

June 27th, 1682. 
Mr. John Buckner. 

Sir : I have enclosed sent you bills of Exchange ^26, 10, 00, 
p. bills that will be certainly paid, for the remainder that is due 
to you, I will next year betimes make punctual payment. The 
reason that I did not this year comply and that sooner was by 
reason of Maj'r Beverley's money not being paid for that money 
I purposely purchased for your conveniency and drew bills to 
Mr. Brent for one half of it which since has not answer' d with 
expectations nor your payment. I hope the next year part of 
it may do for the Ballance now due, but if it should not, I will 
be sure fully to satisfy you to content. 

Also I have herewith sent you an account as it stands betwixt 
us which I desire you to sign and send me up inclosed in your 
letter which will manifest in case of Mortality, the true station 
of Accounts betwixt us and if you please a little news will be 
acceptable to 

Wff. 
To Mr. Jno. Buckner. 



August 2nd, 1682. 
Horird Sir: 

This messenger's haste will not admit me to copy out that 
Breviate for your Perusal which I promis'd you and therefore 
shall take the first conveniency by some of Coll" Jones his men 
which will not be long, first for contriving you that, together 
with the most material of your other papers. Yet this conve- 
niency give me this opportunity of returning you '.hanks for 
your favours especially your last which was accompanied with a 
generous promise of lending me the second and third part of 
Rushworth's Historical Collections and his tryal of the Earle 
of Strafford which I earnestly desire you will please send me by 
this bearer who will take great care of them and safely convey 
them to my hand. Sr. The bearer has with him from the office 
a Special Warrant ready drawn for the Govenour's Signature 
in behalf of Mr. Richard Gibson against Matthew Thompson 
which Mr. Secretary promised me last general court to get 
signed and has since assured Mr. Gibson to write to the Gove- 



PROCLAMATIONS OF NATHANIEL BACON. 55 

nour about it, but lest multiplicity of business might occasion 
his forgetting y* of, Mr. Gibson desired me to acquaint you that 
there might be no scruple in signing it My earnest desire of the 
perusal of those Books makes me not fear the Impertinency in 
Seconding my above Request about the Books w ch shall be care- 
fully used and safely returned 

by Your Wff. 
To Esq. Wormley. 

(to bb continued.) 



Proclamations of Nathaniel Bacon. 

[The following: proclamations were issued by Nathaniel Bacon in the 
course of the memorable insurrection of 1676. which is so completely 
identified with his name. This insurrection, which for a time was a 
successful uprising against many intolerable wrongs, preceded the 
American Revolution by a century, an event which it resembled in its 
spirit, if not in its causes and results. Bacon is known in history as the 
Rebel, but the fuller information which we have now as to the motives 
of his conduct shows that he can with more justice be described as 
Bacon the Patriot. This fact is brought out with special clearness in 
the first of the three proclamations which we publish. He headed a 
powerful popular movement in which the sovereignty of the people 
was for the first time relied upon on American soil by a great leader 
as the justification of his acts. The spirit breathing through the Decla- 
ration of the People is the spirit of the Declaration of Independence 
written a hundred years later. The Appeal to the People of Accomac 
has a more local significance. The people of that county had been 
earnest supporters of Berkeley in the insurrection, and he had taken 
refuge among them when driven from the western shore by Bacon. 
The originals of these three proclamations are now in the British State 
Paper Office.] 

Nathaniel Bacon Esq'r his Manifesto Concerning the 
Present troubles in Virginia. 

If vertue be a sin, if Piety be giult, all the Principles of 
morality goodness and Justice be perverted, Wee must confesse 
That those who are now called Rebells may be in danger of those 
high imputations, Those loud and severall Bulls would affright 



